Young voices for justice
parents and teachers building children’s activism

Do kids really care about justice?
How often do you hear a child say, “That’s
not fair!”
Kids expect the world to be just.
It’s important for parents and teachers to
build on kids’ expectations of fairness and
ally with them to make social change.
Social justice activism builds the valuing
of citizenship in children.

We can affirm their power
The best thing we can do for our children
is affirm their power, encourage their
voices, help them recognize and call out
injustice, and inspire them to light their
torches and those of others.
It’s our job, as those who love and care
for them, to create opportunities for their
voices to be heard.

These actions will make a better world
Each action is designed to be easy and
inexpensive to do. You can adapt them
for your needs.
They encourage children to rise up, speak
up, fight the good fight, imagine a better
world and dare to believe in themselves
as powerful enough to bring that world
into being.

Postcard protests
Are you concerned about climate change?
Women’s rights? Immigrant rights? Poverty? As
a family, write postcards to the president and
your local, state and federal elected officials to
tell them to stand for justice and love.
Decorate your cards and sign with your names
and ages. Let them know we’re all watching and
care about the world.
As a start families can join the Women’s March
10 actions/100 days campaign together!

To islam, with love
Gather friends, pull out markers, glitter, rubber
stamps, finger paints, and fabric, and join
Boston-based Wee The People in a card-making
marathon.
Send messages of love and support to your
neighbors in the Muslim community or your
local Islamic Society or mosque.
And take direct action against Islamophobia by
sending one of your cards with a donation to
the Muslim Justice League or the Muslim Legal
Fund of America.

Living Room Protests
Blank

There are lots of ways to practice activism and
political engagement at home together!
Staceyann Chin and her 3-year old daughter
Zuri began their living room protests one night
when it was too cold and rainy to go to a public
event. They made a video with a smartphone
and uploaded it to Youtube.
The Redferns and their 4-year-old daughter
held a Women’s March at home and invited the
resident dolls.

Post-it protests
Listen to four-year-old Riley tell us how
frustrating it is to see stereotypes every day.
With a packet of post-its and a marker in your
backpack or bag, help kids talk back to
stereotypes on the cover of a cereal box, in the
toy aisle, or in the pages of their favorite
magazine.
Write a question or comment on your post-it
and leave it for the next person to ponder. At
SPARK Movement, we call this activity, “You’ve
Been SPARK’d”

Dream the world with flags
Write a dream for yourself or the world--in a
word, a short poem or sentence, a few lines of
an inspirational song.
Cut fabric in 8x11 or 11x16 rectangles (old
sheets work great). Write your dream in
marker, then decorate with buttons, fabric,
glitter, etc. Leave space at the top to fold and
stitch or staple each flag over yarn or string.
Hang your flags in a public space— your school,
a community building, outside your home.

Imagine being elected leaders
Imagine meeting Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton in DC in early 2007 and giving her
letters from girls about social justice issues.
Some lucky members of New Moon Girls did!
It’s de-mystifying to bring kids to meet local,
state and federal elected officials in your
community. They‘ll see these are “regular
people” whose work they could do some day.
Prep by writing down and practicing a couple
sentences each kid wants to say if the chance
arises. If it doesn’t, give the notes to a staffer.

Dream the world with flags
Write a dream for yourself or the world--in a
word, a short poem or sentence, a few lines of
an inspirational song.
Cut fabric in 8x11 or 11x16 rectangles (old
sheets work great). Write your dream in
marker, then decorate with buttons, fabric,
glitter, etc. Leave space at the top to fold and
stitch or staple each flag over yarn or string.
Hang your flags in a public space— your school,
a community building, outside your home.

Give your feelings some fresh air
The Clothes Line project started as a way for
women who experienced domestic violence or
sexual abuse to express their feelings with art
on a t-shirt and then hang on a line in public.
Pick an injustice that you care a lot about. Invite
others who care about that issue to get
together and make art on cloth or paper shirts.
You can create and hang shirts or speech
bubbles or stars. The effect is the same.
Many Voices Speaking Up!

Speak out!
Girls’ voices are powerful! Just watch Sophie
Cruz speak at the DC Women’s March.
A Speak Out is an event where a group of
people who care about an issue speak their
experiences and views. You speak anything-- a
poem, a personal story, opinions and facts.
It can be anywhere, like in front of school or at
a community event. You can pick a special day
or location, like the UN Day of the Girl or MLK
Day or the steps of City Hall. Create a
Facebook event and invite everyone!

Give Them Drama!
GATHER those who love to write and perform.
CHOOSE stories about the issues only YOU can
express. WRITE poetry, songs, dialogues,
monologues. REHEARSE your lines and
movements. MAKE props and costumes.
PROMOTE with flyers posted at all the places
your audience hangs out. PERFORM publicly in
a café, park, parking lot, living room, street
corner, library. Ask someone to VIDEO your
performance and upload on YouTube or
Facebook. Ask friends to share. CELEBRATE
because you’ve done something amazing!

we can strengthen hope
Hope is a muscle made strong by
exercising our right to speak truth to
power, challenging unfairness, and
standing up for those who cannot
stand up for themselves.
It’s our job as those who love and
care for children to help build that
muscle by creating opportunities for
their voices to be heard.

Recommended resources
sparkmovement.org
newmoon.com
www.facebook.com/WeeTP.org/

We’re adding resources every month. To recommend a resource go to newmoon.com/contact

